
 I am so honored to accept the position as the new 
Discipleship Director at Shores Community Church. What a 
blessing it is to be able to help people connect with the ministries 
at our church. We have a special church that loves the Lord and 
His people! 
 I grew up in a Christian home in Westland, Michigan and 
spent my summers at Maranatha Bible Conference, which is just 2 
minutes from our church. In the Fall and Spring when Maranatha 
wasn’t open, our family would attend Mona Shores Baptist 
Church. My grandparents, Emery and Georgina Cummins, 
became members after moving to Norton Shores in the early 
1990’s. My husband, Dave, was baptized by Pastor Siefert in 
August of 1998 at sunset in Lake Michigan. We also dedicated our 
first daughter, Grace, to the Lord at only 8 months old on that 
same, special evening. We became members of SCC in 
September of 2017, along with my sweet Mom, Gayle 
Armstrong. The church family at Shores Community served our 
family so lovingly with the passing of my precious Dad, Buford 
Armstrong, in March of 2018. We will never forget your kindness 
to our family during that difficult time.  
 I became a Christian at the age of 6 when I asked my Mom 
to pray with me to ask the Lord into my heart. I met my husband, 
Dave, in high school and we have been married for 27 years. We 
have 4 children: Grace (21), Daisy (19), Thomas (16), and Lucy 
(12). I graduated from Grand Valley State University with a degree 
in Secondary Education and taught High School English and 
Drama for 8 years. I loved directing the plays and musicals and 
ministering to my students.       
     Continued on next page... 

Church Events 
• Sept. 7—Roosevelt Park 

Day 
• Sept. 8—Baptism Service 

at Pere Marquette Park 1 
PM 

• Sept. 8—Sunday School 
Begins 9:30 AM 

• Sept. 8—Family Carnival/
Awana Registration 6-8 PM 

• Sept. 15—Youth Burger 
Bash 6:30-8:30 PM 

• Sept. 15—Awana Begins 6-
7:30 PM 

• Sept. 22—Men’s Ministry 
Kickoff 8-9:30 PM 

• Sept. 29-Oct. 6—Missional 
Week Focusing on Women 

The Lighthouse 

Hey Shores...Let’s Get Connected! 
Veronica Commire, Discipleship Director 
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I also enjoyed writing the curriculum for several classes at Ionia High School. After many years of   
prayer, we submitted to the Lord’s will for our family to homeschool. We started homeschooling Grace 
at the end of her 2

nd
 grade year. Homeschooling our 4 children has been an incredible blessing to our 

family.   
 We were very involved at Ada Bible Church near Grand Rapids, MI. for 16 years. We served as 
Small Group leaders and loved helping people feel connected at church and with other believers. I 
served in several leadership roles including: women’s Bible study, 
MOPS, the hospitality team, and small groups. I also trained and 
coached Small Group leaders for over 10 years.  
 In 2012, the Lord led our family to become missionaries in 
Uganda, Africa. While we were missionaries, our sending              
organization, International Teams, appointed us as the Directors of 
Africa. I gained experience directing and planning missionary teams 
and visits, discipling missionaries and marriage counseling,           
encouraging and ministering to missionaries in many countries 
throughout Africa. After returning home from Uganda in 2016, the 
Lord opened the door for me to become an insurance agent for the 
past 2 ½ years. When the opportunity arose to be the Discipleship 
Director here at SCC, I was excited to once again work in ministry 
and to serve Jesus and to edify His church. My first week of work 
here at SCC has been a busy one connecting with Small Group 
leaders and getting many events scheduled throughout the           
upcoming ministry year. Our Men’s Ministry, which is called WIFI 
(Walking In Faith Intentionally) has a kick-off event on Sunday   
evening, September 22

nd
 from 8-9:30 PM at Maranatha Bible      

Conference. There will be food, pool, ping pong, worship, fellowship, 
and a video-based teaching time to help the men at SCC grow   
closer to each other and ultimately grow closer to Jesus. We also have more men’s events scheduled 
on Sundays from 8-9:30 PM at the same venue on November 17,

 
2019, January 19, 2020, and March 

15, 2020. Please contact Dave Commire at 616-238-8410 or at davecommire@gmail.com if you have 
questions. Mark your calendars now!  
     The Women’s Ministry, which is called “Real Women” has a kick-off event on Wednesday evening, 
October 9

th
 from 6:30-8:30 PM at Maranatha. We will have a dynamic speaker, worship, fellowship, 

desserts and appetizers, too. Our events will be every other month with plans for a women’s retreat in 
the early Spring of 2020. Also, please set your calendars for these dates on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-8:30 PM. We will have a Christmas Tea on December 4, 2019, a winter gathering on February 26, 
2020, and a Spring Fling on April 29, 2020. These will be special nights that allow women to be “Real” 
with one another and with the Lord. We also have a Ladies Bible Study that meets on Monday evenings 
at the church from 6:30-8:00 PM beginning Monday, September 9

th  
for 7 weeks. The study is called The 

Divine Mentor by Wayne Cordeiro. Please contact Kathy Porter at The Prayer Wall after the services if 
you are interested in joining the Ladies Bible Study this Fall.  
     We are also excited about our Small Group Ministry at SCC. Please let me know if you would like to 
join a Small Group this Fall. We have several Small Groups that have openings and we’d love to have 
everyone engaged in this ministry. Our goal is to have at least 15 Small Groups throughout our church 
by the Fall of 2020. It is so meaningful to get involved with a group of people eager to build relationships 
with one another and to grow closer to the Lord. If you have questions or are interested in joining the 
Men’s Ministry, Women’s Ministry, Ladies Bible Study, or would like to join a Small Group, please email 
me at veronicac@shorescommunitychurch.org or call me at 231-327-6545. I’ll look forward to hearing 
from you! It’s going to be an incredible year of ministry at SCC! Let’s get  connected!  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Men’s Events: 

• September 22, 2019 

• November 17, 2019 

• January 19, 2020 

• March 15, 2020 

Women’s Events: 

• October 9, 2019 

• December 4, 2019 

• February 26, 2020 

• April 29, 2020 

mailto:davecommire@gmail.com
mailto:veronicac@shorescommunitychurch.org


Getting to Know Your 
Missionaries 
Bob Lenz, Deacon of Missions 

 Ryan and Gretchen Rought – Ryan 
was born in Pentwater, MI and came to know 
Christ at the age of six. He served in the Army 
for eleven years and as a Law Enforcement 
officer in Kalamazoo for twelve years. 
Gretchen grew up in Blissfield, MI and was 
saved at age 21. She studied languages in 
college and taught middle school level 
Spanish. The Roughts have two daughters. 
 Ryan dedicated his life to full time 
ministry in 2004 and they were led to Costa 
Rica with T.A.C.T.I.C.A. where they serve to 
reach Central American public safety 
authorities and their families through police 
training, evangelism, and discipleship. SCC 
began partnering with them in 2018. 
 
 Lynda Oatley– Lynda grew up in a 
series of foster homes, and really can’t 
remember who raised her. By God’s grace she 
accepted Christ about age fourteen. At age 
sixteen she was placed in the home of a 
Christian woman who discipled her. At age 
seventeen she was called into Christian 
service. In the year 2000, Lynda felt called to 
work with street children. As she prayed, she 
heard of a vision tour sponsored by the Baptist 
General Conference (now Converge) to Rio de 
Janeiro. The tour (called Reencontro) involved 
a ministry outreach to children in precarious 
family situations where youngsters were at risk 
to become street children. That was the time 
when Lynda met our church. After that trip and 
prayer, Lynda applied to BGC and was 
accepted for service. Shores began supporting 
Lynda at that time. She arrived in Brazil in 
2003 and has been serving there until now. 
The first three years she served at Reencontro. 
The Lord then led her to Reame where she 
serves as a chaplain. The Reame 
neighborhood has become more violent, but 
Reame is an oasis for these children and  
families. The children laugh and have fun, as 
well as hear the Gospel of Christ. 
 Lynda’s personal challenge these days 
is her on-going battle with cancer. Praise the 
Lord for the health she is presently enjoying. 
The chemo treatments have been effective, 
and she is regaining her strength and energy 
to become more active in her ministry. Please 
continue to pray for her. 

SCC Kids 
Lesa Jaeger, Children’s Director 
 
 Shores Kids had an awesome month 
off! Our teachers and helpers are 
refreshed, were able to go on their 
vacations, and now we are all ready for 
the kids to return to their classrooms this 
Sunday! The vision for Shores Kids is to 
create a safe, spirit-filled, fun environment 
for all kids to start and develop a 
relationship with Christ as their personal 
savior. My goals for this upcoming school 
year are to create a Treasures Team. This 
team will be created for families who have 
special needs. 
 Upon a parent’s requests, a buddy 
from the Treasures Team will be put in 
place for children who need a little bit 
more 1-on-1 time. The goal for this 
ministry within Shores Kids is for ALL 
families to know that they are accepted by 
God and by their church family. It says in 
Mark 10:14, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.” God calls the children to come to 
Him, so let’s give everyone that 
opportunity; it doesn’t matter who they are 
or if they are ‘different’. This makes me 
think of one of my favorite Children’s 
Songs – “Red, and yellow, black, and 
white, they are precious in his sight, Jesus 
loves the little children of the world.” Let’s 
preach the Gospel to every child that 
walks through these doors so that Jesus 
can meet them where they are at. 
 To make this year go well I am going 
to need to add more people to the Shores 
Kids Team! I need 1 teacher in the 3-5 
year old room, 1 teacher in Kindergarten-
2

nd
 Grade, 1 teacher and 1 helper in the 

3
rd

-4
th
 grade room, 2-4 007s (Emergency 

helpers, normally notified the morning 
needed), 4-8 greeters/check-in team 
members, and then 4-8 people to start up 
the Treasures team. If anyone is 
interested in any of these positions then 
please let me know! I can’t wait to hear 
from you! 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday To: 
 

1—Tom Hogg 

2—Peggie Grabner 

2—Gracelynn Palmer 

5—Lois Hogg 

7—Loree Chase 

7—Luke Opfermann 

9—Kaitlyn Ayers 

11—Sheila Compton 

11—Suzie Lee 

13—Ethan Pollock 

13—Donna Weller 

14—Alana McPherson 

16—Connor McPherson 

16—Steve Vaughn 

17—Calli Clor 

20—Jean Carlson 

20—Marjorie Lund 

22—Mark Opfermann 

22—Samuel Stroud 

23—Carl Cumings 

23—Missionary Jim Keck 

24—Dick Edstrom 

24—Jody Kuhn 

24—Bronwynn Parsekian 

26—Jack Firehammer 

26—Ken Kieft 

26—Greg Robillard 

27—Jane Miller 

29—Beckett Clor 

30—Cory Gibson 

30—Doug Moorhead 

Happy Anniversary To: 
 

10—Mike & Karen Ayers 

15—Greg & Sharon Robillard 

26—Ken & Liz Kieft 

26—Missionaries Wilondja & Shirley Masongezi 

27—Jerry & Sonja Thomas 

28—Mark & Jenny Opfermann 

30—Bonnie & Bruce Hekkema 


