
The Beauty of the Incarnation 
Sarah Hunt, Worship Director 

 In the Old Testament, God would reveal Himself to His people 
through words of the prophets, the beauty of creation, and miracles; 
but everything changed with the incarnation of Jesus Christ. The 
word incarnation comes from the Latin word “incarno” which means 
“to make into flesh.” Jesus has always existed since before the 
beginning of time with the Father, (Colossians 1:17) but through the 
incarnation, He became the God made flesh, fully God, and fully 
man. Jesus came to reveal God the Father to us. John 14:9 says, 
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” While God revealed 
Himself to His people in the Old Testament, it was always through 
words and deeds, and never in person. As a broken and sinful 
people, we were never worthy to see the face of a Holy and perfect 
God, but now we have seen the face of God through His Son Jesus 
Christ becoming a man. Jesus came to reveal the Father, reign over 
creation, relate to us, and most of all, to redeem mankind. Luke 
19:10 says “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” The 
fact that God was willing to lower His status to become like man is 
evidence of the fallen-ness of man. There was absolutely nothing 
that we could do to save ourselves. Jesus entering into our 
brokenness, in order to save us because we could not save 
ourselves, is the beauty of the incarnation. The cradle is the first step 
to the cross. When we understand the wonder of the incarnation, we 
can begin to understand the love of God for us as a fallen race. So 
as we step into the Christmas season, and the craziness of time with 
family and Christmas shopping begins, let us take time to pause and 
reflect on the amazing gift of Jesus Christ, God made flesh, stepping 
into our brokenness and our mess, that we might be saved from Sin 
and have a restored relationship with our Father. “O come let us 
adore Him, Christ the Lord.” 

 Church Events 

• Dec. 1— Carol Sing at 
Lakeside Baptist 
Church 6 PM 

• Dec. 4—Ladies     
Christmas Tea at       
Maranatha 6:30 PM 

• Dec.  8—Special     
Business &Town Hall 
Meeting 9:30 AM 

•  Dec. 15—Children’s 
Christmas Program 
10:30 AM followed by 
Christmas Cookie    
Decorating 

• Dec. 22—Christmas 
Candlelight Service 
with Special Separate 
SCC Kids Candlelight & 
Cocoa Service 10:30 
AM 

The Lighthouse 
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 Your ‘presents’ is requested! December 15th at 10:30 AM, 
Shores Kids will be hosting the annual Christmas Play for the 
attendees of Shores Community Church. ‘Yule’ be sorry if you miss 
it; the kids are going to make it ‘rein’! Before we go any further, I 
must inform parents that we will have two extra play practices – one 
on December 14

th
 from 9-11 AM, and one on the big show day at 9 

AM. These practices are ‘snow’ laughing matter. I need everyone to 
be here to make sure we have all of our parts down, so please make 
sure to be on time and know all of your parts! When the play is 
done, don’t forget to give all those hard-working kiddos a round of 
‘Santa-plause’! After all the festivities are over for the morning, 
everyone will be excused to go decorate and eat Christmas 
cookies, so ‘fir’ sure don’t leave early. I know I will be hanging out 
for a while, since Christmas has me feeling extra ‘Santa-mental’ this 
year.  
 To get back on a more serious note, Shores Kids will be 
taking on some changes in January. Instead of continuing our time 
in the Fellowship Hall, starting on January 5

th
, the first Sunday in 

January, the Kindergarten – 4
th
 grade classes will now be located in the gym. I have decided to 

change some of the structure of this classroom to try to make things, hopefully simpler. Instead of 
having a teacher for each classroom, k-4 will have 1 teacher and the teacher will be in charge of 
just that, teaching. Then we will have 2 Small Group Leaders per group; these leaders will be in 
charge of games, memory verses, prayer requests, crafts, etc. This requires a little bit more help in 
the classroom, but for those who don’t want to teach, you can still be a leader in the classroom 
without all the pressure of teaching all the age groups. To make sure I have enough volunteers for 
our first month in the Gym, I will need at least 4 more Small Group Leaders and 2 teachers. If you 
are interested in helping out, then please let me know! 

The Lights of Christmas 

presented by Shores Kids 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

10:30 AM  

Followed by cookie        

decorating in the Gym 

Special Candlelight & Cocoa 

Service for Kids during     

Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 

10:30 AM 

Shores Kids 
Lesa Jaeger, Children’s Director 

 

A Merry Christmas Ministry Update 
Veronica Commire, Discipleship Director 

 
Hebrews 10:25 “And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage 
one another, especially now that the day of His return is drawing near.”  
 
 We’ve had an exciting Fall for the Ministries at Shores Community Church! It has been 
wonderful meeting new families and getting people connected into Small Groups, Sunday School 
Classes, Men’s and Women’s events, and Bible Studies. The new Small Group for Young 
Families and more has 20 adults and meets every other Wednesday evening at our church. This 
group has grown quickly and now meets at church for dinner, worship, testimony time, and then 
breaks into 2 groups for a Bible Study with two sets of leaders. They are studying “You and Me 
Forever” by Francis and Lisa Chan. We would like to feature some different Small Groups in 
these newsletters to highlight the exciting ministry happening at SCC! What a blessing from the 
Lord!  
 The first Small Group Leader’s Huddle was on Monday, November 11th in the Commire’s 
home with 15 leaders. We met for dinner, encouragement, to share praises and prayer requests, 
training and leader’s tips, and to worship and pray together.  It was a special evening with over 90 
adults represented from SCC with the 15 leaders at the first Huddle.     
               Continued on next page... 



 The Huddles will meet quarterly with the 2nd one in February and we’re thankful for a dedicated, lov-
ing, nurturing group of leaders here at Shores Community Church. We took a couple pictures at the 
first Huddle and will include these below this article.    
 We are so thankful for an incredible 2nd WiFi (Walking in Faith intentionally) Men’s Event on 
Sunday, November 17th. The men enjoyed powerful and meaningful worship led by Kevin Butler, 
Harvey Smith, and John Lehmann and an extra 30 minutes at the beginning of the evening for fellow-
ship, laughter, pool and ping-pong. Dinner was generously provided by Lee’s Chicken for this 
event. The men continued their Bible Study in Psalm 23 by Matt Chandler and had a special time 
worshipping and praising Jesus in a room full of 40 SCC Men. We have included pictures of this spe-
cial evening below this article for you. The next Wifi Men’s Event is on Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 
7:30 pm at Maranatha in the Lebanon building and all of these events are free. Rumor has it that Dr. 
Rolf’s Barbecue in downtown Muskegon is donating the food for the 3rd Men’s event….yummy! 
Please bring a friend and join the men of SCC at the next Wifi event on January 19th!  

Above: Small Group Leader’s Huddle 
Below Left: Group of Men at the November WiFi Men’s Event 

Below Right: WiFi Men’s Leadership Team 



Thanksgiving-
God’s Style 
Bob Lenz, Deacon of Missions 

 Our culture doesn’t pay very much 
attention to Thanksgiving. If you notice the 
stores, they make much of Halloween with 
scary displays, candy, and horror movies on 
TV. After that day is done, what do they do, 
bring in displays of Thanksgiving? Hardly. 
They jump right into the Christmas season 
with displays. I suspect that mainly 
Christians remember to give thanks to God 
for His blessings over the year on 
Thanksgiving Day. We celebrate the day 
with a big meal and football. And that’s OK! 
The first verse of Psalms 95, 96, 98, 100, 
and 101 all begin with the call to sing a 
song, and in some instances, to sing a new 
song. The first three verses of Psalm 96 are 
worth noting: “Sing to the Lord a new song: 
sing to the Lord all the earth. Sing to the 
Lord, praise His name; proclaim His 
salvation day after day. Declare His glory 
among the nations, His marvelous deeds 
among all peoples.” God is a missionary 
God. His heart beats for a lost world, and 
He wants all people of the earth to know 
and love Him. There is no greater 
thanksgiving in God’s mind than to gather 
the nations around His throne and sing His 
praises for all eternity. 
 What is the meaning behind the 
concept of “a new song?” The word “new” 
has the idea of a fresh or new occasion in 
celebrating the blessing of the Lord. Psalm 
96 as well as 98 seem to imply that the 
marvelous works of God among the Gentile 
world demand a new song of adoration to 
Him from His people. In the context of those 
psalms, that new song of adoration to 
rejoice is because the message of the 
salvation of the Lord has been proclaimed 
to the Gentiles, and Jehovah receives the 
glory. 
 The application for our day is that we 
give thanks to God with a new note of 
praise when a soul or a people group hears 
the message of salvation and receives 
Christ as Savior! 

SCC Youth 
Pastor Nate Parsekian, Lead Pastor 

 It has been a busy Fall for the youth! We 
had a couple of very fun events and several 
well attended youth nights. In November we 
did our first Crash Night. Two donated cars got 
the business end of sledge hammers by 50 
rowdy High School and Middle School youth. 
We spent an hour dismantling the cars and 
finished with a gospel message.  
 On our regular youth nights we have 
been averaging 15-20 middle school and 10-
15 high schooler students a night. We talked 
through a couple of lesson series: the         
Battlefield of the Mind and Power of a 
Changed Life.  
 December 8th marks a new chapter in 
our youth program. There will be a town hall 
meeting followed by business meeting where 
we will discuss and potentially hire Kevin    
Butler as Youth Director. Please be in prayer 
as the church seeks God's leading with our 
youth position. 

Left and Below: 

Youth Crash 

Night 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday To: 
1—Ryan Cooper 

1—Byron Lee 

1—Darren Lee 

1—Will Parsekian 

3—Angela Luce 

3—Missionary Jane Neiswender 

4—Missionary Ian Berry 

7—Kelly Doctor 

8—Dave Commire 

9—Luke Moorhead 

10—Maureen Guthrie 

10—Gayle Hurney 

11—Marilyn Deaton 

12—Missionary Nopaluck Cable 

13—Blake Cooper 

13—Betty Lebeck 

15—Marilyn Dykman 

15—Audrey Johnson 

Happy Anniversary To: 
1—Jeremiah & Zekara Palmer 

15—Ed & Sarah Pollock 

16—Dwight & Sheryl Richards 

18—Missionaries Larry & Jane Neiswender 

21—Greg & Louise Hazard 

28—Bruce & Mary Walpole 

31—Kevin & Beth Cooper 

31—Missionaries Paul & Ana Hill 

15—Missionary Larry Neiswender 

17—Bob Erdmann 

17—Stella Lassanske 

18—Karen Ayers 

18—Kay Bates 

19—Robin Michelin 

22—Jim Riker 

23—Lisa Vaughan 

24—Gayle Armstrong 

24—Cliff Lund 

25—Jean Prediger 

28—Missionary Lynda Oatley 

28—Janell Smith 

29—RJ Hulst 

29—Missionary Toni Keck 

29—Angela McPherson 

29—Theo Palmer 

30—Kathy Gilleece 

30—Amelia McGrane 

31—Grace Commire 


