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What’s Next?
Kevin Butler, Youth Director

2019 may have been a fantastic year or may be a year
you can’t wait to put behind you. Whether successful or
challenging, your past doesn’t determine your future. As we
enter 2020, not only starting a new year, but a new decade,
most of us will spend time to reflect on our past as we plan for
the coming year. I enter 2020 with you and as I reflect back on
2019, I see the Grand Weaver at work in all circumstances.
In January of 2019, I sat down with my business partner
and told him I wanted to sell my share of the business, and I
told four soccer teams I would not continue with them beyond
the spring 2019 season, as I believed God was bringing me into
a new season of life.
“What’s next?” I was frequently asked. “I don’t know yet,
but God will show me when he’s ready”, was my response. The
truth is, I had NO idea – but I wanted to trust for His provision,
to walk out my faith. God’s work in my life has been ongoing
since March of 2011, but fast forward almost twelve months
from those meetings last January, the short story is, while
attending Shores Community Church, God would bring me into
Shores Community Church. I could not have written on January
1, 2019 what God would have done by January 1, 2020. But
over this year, God taught me, he carried me, he disciplined
me, and he drew me closer to himself. Why? For His glory. No
other reason. I seek to live for Jesus. No matter the
circumstance, Jesus is enough.
Continued on next page...

Church Events
•

Jan. 5—Awana & Youth
Group Resume

•

Jan. 12—Youth Parent
Meeting following
Morning Service

•

Jan. 12—Prayer Team
Meeting 4 PM

•

Jan. 15—Prayer &
Praise Night 6:30 PM

•

Jan. 18—Shores Moves
Ladies Fitness Class
Begins 9 AM

•

Jan. 26—Winter
Sunday School Begins
9:30 AM

•

Jan. 31—Sportsmen’s
Dinner 4 PM

As we embark on 2020, we set our new year resolutions and goals for the coming 12 months.
Some plans for this year will hopefully hit or exceed their target, but if given over to Jesus – he’ll
certainly make them what he wants, for His purpose and for His glory.
I am so very thankful to be hired as the Youth Director for Shores Community Church. It is
humbling to serve God in this way and with it comes a large responsibility. A responsibility to help
your sons and daughters build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and a responsibility to
Jesus Christ, to honor and glorify Him in all I do.
So, what’s next? Where do we go from here as we enter 2020? The focus is Jesus. The
reason is Jesus. And our way, is Jesus.

Save the date:
January 12, 2020

Right after our service, I invite all interested, and specifically parents of our middle
school and high school youth to a meet and greet in our Fellowship Hall. I’ll spend a
little time introducing myself and communicate plans and vision casting for 2020.
Following, I’ll be available to meet your family and answer your questions. I hope you
can make it! I would love to see and meet you!
I’m so excited about the opportunity this coming year. I will be sharing and
communicating our journey as we witness how Jesus grows in the lives of our kids.

Shores Kids
Lesa Jaeger, Children’s Director

January will be an interesting month for Shores Kids. Starting the very first Sunday after New
Year’s, January 5th, our Kindergarten through 4th grade classroom will be located in the gymnasium
instead of the Fellowship Hall. Because of this transition time and the ever-growing ministry, Shores
Kids is in need of more helpers. I will need more help in the 3rd and 4th grade classroom with Small
Group Leaders. SGL (Small Group Leaders) will be in charge of leading the classroom time, for
example – prayer, memory verses, games, craft, etc. The way it will work is there will be 1 teacher
for the K-4 classroom and they will teach all the kids and once the teaching is done, SGL will take
the kids to go into their small groups. For the 3rd-4th grade classroom I am in need of 3-4 more
SGL, once we have that many SGL, I will ask you to do one Sunday a month. The reason I ask for
at least 1 Sunday a month is so that you can get to know the children on a real level. We are here
to create relationships with the kids that attend on a regular level so that they will see the
relationship that you have with the Lord and will desire to have a relationship with the Lord as well.
My prayer for Shores Kids this month is that the transition to the gym will go smoothly, and
that the children would see the real true love of God, they would grow in their relationships with
God, and they would know what the Bible says about God and who he is. I also would like prayer
for the volunteers who take time out of their busy lives to share the love of God with the children. I
would like to pray that their faith would stay strong, that they would grow daily with the Lord, and
that their cups would overflow with the love and grace of God so that the children would also see
that.

Angel Tree
Kathy Porter, Deacon of Ministries
“Angel Tree reaches out to the children of prisoners and their families, helping to meet their
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs through Christ.” This is the description written on their
website but they do so much more. They involve local churches, like ours, to get involved in the
lives of so many families.
Thank you to those who participated with Angel Tree this Christmas season. We were able
to make contact with and provide presents to over 40 children in the Benton Harbor and Harrison
areas. Why so far and why not here? Well, the Muskegon area has been covered by the many
generous churches of the area that have been faithfully serving Angel Tree for years. And that is
where I hope we will be next year.
Since we were asked if we would cover areas elsewhere in MI, we then assumed the
shipping cost of all those presents. This was money well spent as these towns were not all covered
by local congregations. We made an impact on 14 families. Angel Tree of MI matched 125,000
children with giving churches which was a sizable part of the 300,000 children across the US that
needed to be matched. Every one of these young ones received gifts from caring people like you.
Our outreach efforts do have an impact and your gift or shipping contribution became a gift of love
to hopeful children this Christmas season.

God’s Christmas Heart
Bob Lenz, Deacon of Missions
“His name shall be called Jesus.” This is what the angel said to Mary in Luke 1:31, and what
the angel said to Joseph in his dream in Matthew 1:21. The name Jesus means to rescue or to
deliver. At first glance, it would appear that God’s intent was to rescue Israel from Roman
occupation in Israel. Many Jews believed this in Jesus’ day and were looking for a king that would
conquer their oppressors. Zacharias says in Luke 1:71, “salvation from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us.” At His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the crowds shouted “Blessed is the
coming kingdom of our father David” (Mark 11:10). Even after Jesus’ resurrection, the two men on
the Emmaus Road believed “we had hoped that He (Jesus) was the One who was going to redeem
Israel” Luke 24:21).
But God’s heart is greater than only the nation of Israel, as precious as that country is to the
Lord. Mary’s song states “His mercy extends to those who fear Him from generation to
generation” (Luke 1:50). Simeon said of Jesus when he met the babe in the temple that He was “a
light for revelation to the Gentiles.” Jesus Himself states in John 10:16, “I have other sheep that are
not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also.” Most commentators believe that this refers to the
Gentiles as other sheep.
If God’s Christmas heart is to give us His Son for the salvation of the world, it is our
responsibility to carry that message to the world that doesn’t know him. There are still some 4000
ethnic groups that have no knowledge of the Savior. It was Pastor Oswald J Smith of the People’s
Church in Toronto that said “No one has the right to hear the gospel twice, while there remains
someone who has not heard it once.” I am reminded of the saying by George Murray, former
general director of TEAM who used the phrase “gospel availability.” While we are Gospel rich in the
US, millions of people are Gospel poor in the world. May God give us a serious burden in the New
Year for those who have not ever heard of God’s Christmas gift.

SCC Ministries
Update: We’re
Excited for 2020!
Veronica Commire, Discipleship Director
“So encourage each other and build each other
up, just as you are already doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11
We are so encouraged by the wonderful
ministries happening at Shores Community
Church! December was a special month with
many festive events happening at SCC. The
Real Women - Living Authentically in Christ –
event “A Christmas Tea” on December 4th was
meaningful and fun with about 100 women
celebrating our savior’s birth together. The
Lebanon building at Maranatha was beautifully
decorated and catered by the Women’s
Leadership Team. Every woman was given an
ornament of the Star of Bethlehem and there
were many giveaway gifts throughout the
evening. We sang Christmas Carols and were
touched by an uplifting message by Valorie
Vander Veen (Veronica’s sister) about
experiencing Jesus’ Joy, Hope, and Peace even
in the most difficult times in life. Women of
Shores, thank you for making “The Christmas
Tea” such a special evening! We are looking
forward to the 3rd event “A Winter Gathering” on
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 from 6:30 –
8:30 PM in Lebanon at Maranatha just 2
minutes south of SCC. Come and bring a friend
and let’s warm our hearts together!
The Women’s Ministry, Real Women,
also has an exercise class, “Shores Moves”
starting on Saturday mornings from 9 – 10 AM
beginning January 18, 2020 taught by Kaitlyn
Ayers. It will be a fun class for women of all
ages with upbeat music. Ladies, let’s start 2020
off right!
The Ladies’ Bible Study is starting on
Monday evenings on January 27, 2020 from
6:30 – 8:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall at church
for 8 weeks through March 16, 2020. We will be
studying The Book of Ruth by Bianca Juarez
Olthoff. It is a Rightnow Media study with free
materials and will be taught by Dina Butler,
Veronica Commire, and Jenny Opfermann. Sign
-ups for “A Winter Gathering”, “Shores Moves”,
and The Ladies’ Bible Study are available now
at The Connecting Point in the church lobby
with Veronica or online on our website at
www.shorescommunitychurch.org. If you have
any questions, please contact Veronica at
231.327.6545.

The Men’s Ministry WiFi – Walking in Faith
intentionally - is having their 3rd event at Maranatha in
the Lebanon building on Sunday, January 19, 2020
from 7:30 – 9:30 PM. These events are free and dinner
is donated by Dr. Rolf’s Barbecue in downtown
Muskegon. Their pork barbecue sandwiches with
homemade buns are so good! Come and enjoy pool and
ping pong, fellowship with friends, and a Bible Study in
Psalm 23 by Matt Chandler. We’ll look forward to seeing
you at this special event just for men! Sign-up at The
Connecting Point or on our website.
Each month we will be highlighting a small group
in our church. For January, it is the Commire/Butler
small group. We have a cute picture of their Christmas
party below. It was a fun evening at the church with a
full Christmas dinner, a white elephant gift exchange
game with “The Night Before Christmas” read by Dina
Butler. We finished the evening by singing Christmas
Carols with our children while Kevin Butler played his
guitar and led the singing. What a wonderful evening
celebrating Jesus’ birth and Christmas together! We
pray you celebrated Christmas in a special way with
your Small Group, too. We will highlight the Fawcett/
Gorenflo Small Group in February’s Newsletter. They’re
a loving group of people studying Starting Point by Andy
Stanley. This Small Group Bible Study has 17 members
and they meet every other Wednesday evening in The
Gorenflo’s home. What an incredible group!
Please contact Veronica Commire if you’re interested
in joining a Small Group and/or getting connected with a
Bible Study, learning about the Women’s Ministry events
and classes, Men’s Ministry, Ladies’ Bible Study,
Sunday School Classes beginning January 26th, or just
want to meet and get connected at SCC. I’ll look forward
to hearing from you! Stop by The Connecting Point and
say Hi!

Women’s
Leadership
Team

Commire/Butler
Small Group
Christmas Party

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Birthday To:
2—Levi Cooper
6—Sharon Lamz
6—David Lassanske
6—Sharon Robillard
6—Jim Walcott

7—Angie Mills
10—Steven Jaeger
10—Pastor Nate Parsekian
12—Norm Ebare
13—Dwight Richards
13—Laura Riker
14—Kathy Kohns

19—Mrs. Linda Doctor
19—Karen Manning
19—Stephanie Scraver

Happy Anniversary To:
4—Chuck & Sharon Lamz
20—Bob & Kathy Porter
21—Wes & Carla Griffes
30—Carl & Kellie Cumings

21—Aidan Parsekian
24—Missionary Ben Berry
24—Nathan Opfermann
25—Tom Stone
27—Bob Porter
28—Jenny Opfermann
29—Jonathan Cooper
29—Axel Cortez
29—Val Domanais
30—Isabelle Luce
31—Joan Fox
31—Jerry Thomas

