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We’ll Carry On 
Lead Pastor, Nate Parsekian 

 I came across an article this week that talked about “The Most Bombed Hotel in the World.” The hotel 
called the Europa is located in Belfast, Ireland. This hotel withstood the frequent bombings during what is 
known as “The Troubles” in Ireland (Google this if you want a deeper history). This hotel was bombed 24 times; 
first time during its construction. Why? Journalists that covered the fighting in Ireland stayed at this hotel and 
each bombing would make national news. I believe the resilience of this hotel can illustrate how the church 
responds to emotional, spiritual, and at times physical hardships. What are our options? 
 1) Close it down— News articles have written about the marvel of the Europa. “It’s nothing short of a 
miracle that the Europa Hotel in Belfast is still standing.” No kidding. The same could be said for the church. 
After almost 2,000 years of attacks from without and within, the fact that the church continues to not survive, but 
thrive is nothing short of a miracle. Jesus said he’d build his church, and despite everything that has been done 
to stop it, the church will never die. Closing down or giving up is not an option. 
 2) Board it up— It might have been easier for the Europa to board up the windows and limit admittance. 
Imagine 24 years of low guests and empty hotel rooms; I would not have survived. Hotels are meant to be 
frequented. A siege and protectionist mentality is not healthy for a hotel or the church. The church should 
continue to take risks and reach out to the community. To live missional requires the church to be present in the 
lives of families in our community. 
 3) Keep a standing order for windows— The Europa did not close down or board up, rather it kept 
replacing every window lost with a new set. It stood up against attack, violence, and evil.  
 SCC is facing difficult times (like all churches in our community). I believe we need to keep living as the 
church even if the effects might not be immediately seen. We will continue to call families, minister to those who 
are high risk, care for our neighbors, and provide spiritual help online. We can’t let the constant frustration of 
spiritual, emotional, personal or financial attacks cause us to take our eyes off the prize. Our mandate is clear. 
Our calling is irrevocable. Our mission is the greatest that has ever been given. Sweep up the debris and we’ll 
carry on. 
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 Happy Easter, Shores Community Church! What a blessing 
to be part of a family of believers that celebrates Jesus’ death and 
resurrection on the cross! I’m reminded of my precious Dad’s words 
about Easter. His name was Buford Armstrong and he passed away 
on Good Friday, 2018. He was an amazing man and we all loved him 
dearly. My Dad loved Easter Sunday. He would say that it was the 
most wonderful day for Christians because we have the hope and 
assurance that we will be raised to life after death, just like our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, and will live with Him forever in heaven. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! It is very fitting that my Dad passed away 
on that incredible day and was resurrected on Good Friday 
at 10:25 in the morning. Celebrating Easter is a blessing and 
we will pray you and your family find special ways to 
celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection this year.  

1 Peter 1:3 

“Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy 
he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead.” 

SCC Ministries—  

Christ is Risen Indeed! 
Veronica Commire, Discipleship Director 

 The Women’s Ministry, Real Women—Living 
Authentically in Christ— enjoyed “A Winter Gathering” on 
February 26, 2020. I wrote about this event last month 
and have included some fun pictures this month! The next 
women’s event, “A Spring Fling”, is Wednesday, May 6, 
2020 in the Lebanon building at Maranatha Bible 
Conference. Sharon Lamz, a member of SCC, will be 
sharing an uplifting message of hope, springtime, and our 
newness in Christ Jesus. Please come and bring a friend 
and enjoy appetizers, desserts, fellowship, meaningful 
worship, and just being all together again! 
 The 2nd Small Group Leaders’ Huddle was held 
on Saturday, March 7th. We had a great time together 
and enjoyed a potluck dinner and a discussion about how 
we can “Be Missional” within and outside of our Small 
Groups. We discussed ways we can minister, encourage, 
and help those around us. We want to love like Jesus 
loved us! In these times of uncertainty, it will help and 
encourage us to look up, be thankful, and ask the Lord 
how He would like us to serve our families, friends, 
neighbors, and the dear ones He lays on our hearts. By 
encouraging and helping others, we look beyond 
ourselves and this helps to encourage and lift us up, as 
well.  
 I have been highlighting one Small Group in the 
last few newsletters and this month it is the Opfermann 
Couple’s Small Group. This group is led by Mark & Jenny 
Opfermann and they meet every other Wednesday 
evening in their home. They are a friendly, welcoming 
group of 12 people. This year, they have been studying 
the RightNow Media Bible Study “The Book of James” by 
Francis Chan. Our Small Group studied this one last year 
and we highly recommend it for any group, married 
couple, or individual. Thank you so much for serving as 
Small Group Leaders, Mark and Jenny! 

All Pictures Above: 

Lovely Ladies Enjoying “A Winter 

Gathering” 



Luke 12:22-26 

“And he said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat, not about your body, what you will put on. For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither 
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 

Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by being anx-
ious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are not able to do as 

small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?’ ” 

God is Sovereign 
Lesa Jaeger, Children’s Director 

As we celebrate Holy Week, Good Friday, 
and Easter Sunday this year, let’s 
remember that the joy of Easter goes 
beyond that special day. The joy and hope 
of Easter can fill our hearts and minds 
every day with the knowledge and 
reassurance that we will be resurrected 
with Christ Jesus in heaven! My Dad was 
welcomed into heaven two years ago on 
Good Friday morning and I can imagine his 
smile and wonderful, loud laughter as he 
celebrates his resurrection every day! 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 April is a month of possibilities. For some, it may be scary or your days might be the same as usual— 
nothing has changed for you. As for me, April is an exciting month, yet I’m not sure what is going to happen, 
the same as maybe a lot of you. I don’t have work at the moment, except church, so a lot of times I catch 
myself thinking what will happen in the next couple weeks. Hopefully, COVID-19 has slowed down and 
people are able to get their jobs back. I was on a social medial page the other day when I found this video 
that was encouraging where this guy shared a verse in Luke: 

 I have no reason to fear of be anxious, because the Lord is with me. The Lord will take care of me and 
you. He does care for our will-being. Sometimes it is easy to focus on the bad and just worry all the time, but 
we must remember that no matter what, God is sovereign and he calls us to deny ourselves and take up our 
cross daily. We may be pushed our of our comfort zone, we may not like the spots we are in at the momebt, 
but everything that happens is meant for our good, even if it was meant for bad. In genesis 50:20 it says, “As 
for you, you meant evil against me,, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today.” This is a sign of the cross. Jesus was betrayed by a friend, that everyone was 
telling Pontius to have Jesus condemned, and everyone stood there mocking. Yet, in the midst of all of this 
harm and evil, God meant it all for good. After 3 days, Jesus was raised back to life! Praise God! We may not 
like the position we are at in life, we may be scared fo the next following days and months going into the 
unknown, but we must realize that what has been meant for evil, God has used for good and even though we 
might not like it, God is still sovereign over it all. He is sovereign over this COVID-19, sovereign over your job, 
sovereign over your life. It might be scary, but we have more value than the birds and he gives the birds 
everything they need, How much more will he do for us? Give God your fears and anxieties—yes it may be 
hard—but remember that he is sovereign over it all! 

Mark & Jenny Opfermann 



Witnessing to  

Nones and 
Dones (Part 1) 
Bob Lenz, Deacon of Missions 

 No! The title isn’t a misspelling of the 
word nun, none, or  done. The term refers 
mainly to millennials, but may include others. 
Jim Farrer, in his article titled “6 Insights About 
Nones and Dones”, states, “In today’s lingo 
‘Nones’ are those identified as having little or 
no experience with the church of the Bible. 
When surveyed, these respondents record ‘no 
religion.’ The ‘Dones’ are those who report 
having had involvement, membership, or 
leadership in the church. However, now they 
indicate in effect: ‘ been there, done that, 
doesn’t work anymore.’ “ These two groups 
(both are different) of people are basically 
religiously unaffiliated, and surveys tell us that 
they comprise about 27% of the population. In 
this issue of The Lighthouse, and a couple/
three to follow, I would like to share what I am 
learning about this group from my own study. It 
is important for us as the Gospel of Christ 
since we may meet them, of perhaps already 
have met and know some of these people in 
our everyday world.  
 Nones have spiritual desires but have 
no affiliation with an organized religion. They 
are not atheists, but believe in a higher power 
of the supernatural. God is hidden or absent, 
therefore a good and higher power rules, but 
man cannot be personally connected to it. 
They look at the Bible as unkind because God 
sends people to hell. Nature is spiritual and 
exerts non-personal spiritual feelings to the 
seeker. The spiritual good is for this life now to 
better oneself. Life is purposeful and good is 
rewarded. When asked what happens when 
we die, the Nones will say that they cannot 
know for certain.  
 This very brief survey of beliefs leaves 
these people in a spiritual wilderness with 
questions like “why does God allow tragedies 
in this life?” “Does life have real meaning?” “ 
What is truth?” “ Does death end all?” 
 In our next issue, we will attempt to 
answer some of these seeming conundrums. 
Not only do we want to win them to Christ, but 
desire also to enfold them into the body of 
Christ, His Church, where their spiritual hunger 
will become personal and blossom. 

 There are a lot of changes - not only for parents 
(jobs, income, changes at home, school for kids, etc.) 
but there are a lot of changes for your kids. They are 
entering week three of staying at home, being cooped 
up, dealing with siblings, some have lost jobs, lost 
school, lost sports, and possibly some friends by sep-
aration. Is it a wonder why things may be difficult at 
home?  
 We are all in unprecedented times. We are all 
doing our best to work through this together. There 
will be areas we get it right… and areas where we get 
it wrong. Times when we have good spirits, and oth-
ers where we just. want. to. scream. So, what’s my 
point? I’m in this with you. So is Shores Community 
Church. So is God.  
 As we move into what is a likely a longer stretch 
of social distancing, I will be working through options 
for us to connect digitally (look for a separate email). If 
I can help in some way, if I can pray for you over the 
phone, or add something to my prayer list, please let 
me know! Shores is an amazing church. Our challeng-
es are similar but our needs are different and we want 
to meet them. Please click here to fill out our need 
sheet online. Or – just call me and tell me ☺. Finally – 
God. It starts and ends with Him. God is enough. 
Please read this slowly… God. Is. Enough.  
 In the middle of one of the most difficult seasons 
of my life, I didn’t know what to pray for anymore. I 
was completely lost. The only thing I figured I could do 
– was to count my blessings. For quite a while when I 
prayed, I gave thanks. I gave thanks for everything I 
could think of, from the super simple to the more com-
plex. And you know… a couple things happened. My 
relationship with God improved. And my attitude with-
in my circumstance improved. My tough season did 
eventually change, but it was a slow process. This 
season will eventually change also, but it will be a 
slow process. In that process, I am here for you, so is 
our church, and most importantly, so is God. Philippi-
ans 4:11 “… for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances.” 
 
Please remember to give thanks to our Savior in the 
midst of our trials.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kevin Butler  

Kevin Butler, Youth Director 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVAOYygXaBLqjqFPOdAXqpVXowvP16kUt4slpZD_ILZHwREA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVAOYygXaBLqjqFPOdAXqpVXowvP16kUt4slpZD_ILZHwREA/viewform?usp=sf_link


April Birthdays & Anniversaries 

2—Lori Lieb 

3—Evan McPherson 

5—Seth Moorhead 

5—Kiersten Palmer 

6—Zeke Pollock 

7—RoseMary Simpkins 

9—Missionary Esther Berry 

9—Lois Butts 

9—Louise Hazard 

9—Jim Fletcher 

10—Addison McKee 

11—Ashley Russell 

11—Mel Simpkins 

12—John Howell 

13—Denny Dufford 

15—Davis Hunt 

Happy Birthday To: 
15—Missionary Wilondja Masongezi 

17—Barb Boven 

18—Lesa Jaeger 

23—Pat Wimpee 

24—Grace Parsekian 

25—Ben Pollock 

26—Kathy Walcott 

27—Harry Waters 

29—Katie Burr 

29—Jan Gerencer 

Happy Anniversary To: 

16—Jack & Pearl Redding 


